Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 12th November, 1979. by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F1/A24 5th November, 1979
To: Members of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee?
(Messrs T.A.F. Barnes (Chairman);
A.G.R. Brown; T.M. Farrer; J.H. Fell;
J. Johnson; Mrs. W. Lomas; Wm. McKenna;
R.A. Parkin; L.B. Williams; Mrs. D. Wilson;
G. Wilson and the Chairman of the 
Authority (G. Mann), the Vice Chairman of 
the Authority (A. Richardson) and the 
Chairmen of the Local Advisory Committees 
(J.S. Bailey; J.M. Croft; E.P. Ecroyd;
W.F. Hobson; R.D. Houghton)(ex officio)).
Dear Member,
A meeting of the REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE will be held 
at 2.15 p.m. on MONDAY, 12TH NOVEMBER, 1979 in the BOARD ROOM at 
DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for consideration of the following 
business.
Yours faithfully,
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration. 
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
3. Proceedings of Local Fisheries Advisory Committees.
A. Derwent and West Cumbria - 8th October, 1979. 
[Recommendation in Minute No. 8. Press 
Coverage for Public Notices].
B. Lune, Wyre and Furness - 11th October, 1979. 
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:
10. River Leven and River. Crake - Catchment 
Study Report.
11. Stronachullin Fish Culture Station].
C. North Cumbria - 16th October, 1979.
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D. South Lancashire - 17th October, 1979. 
[Recommendations in the following Minutes;
4. Disposal of Redundant Reservoirs and
Acquisition of Bow Lee Reservoir by the 
Middleton Angling Society.
6. Stocks Reservoir].
E. Mersey and Weaver - 24th October, 1979. 
[Recommendation in Minute No. 5. Acquisition 
and Use of Bow Lee Reservoir as a Fishery by 
the Middleton Angling Society].
4. Fishing Licence Duties.
5. Net and Fixed Engine Licence Duties.
6. Eel Fishing in Tidal and Estuarial Waters.
7. Membership of the Derwent and West Cumbria Fisheries 
Advisory Committee.
8. Membership of the North Cumbria Fisheries Advisory 
Committee.
*9. Fisheries Functions of Water Authorities.
10. Any other business.
NOTES: *(1) The report at Agenda Item No. 9 is
confidential and has been circulated 
to Members of the Committee only.
(2) Lunch will be served in the Members' 
Dining Room at approximately 1.00 p.m. 
The Menu for the day is enclosed, and 
 members attending for lunch are asked
to indicate their choice of main course 
to the officer on duty near the Members' 
Retiring Room.
Fl/Al MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH OCTOBER, 1979
Present F. Bunting, Esq. G.B. Sedgewick, Esq
A. Gleadon, Esq. G.N.F Wingate, Esq. 
W.F. Hobson, Esq. E. Young, Esq.
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
That Mr. W.F. Hobson be appointed Chairman of the Derwent and 
West Cumbria Fisheries Advisory Committee for the ensuing 
"Authority Year'.
(W.F. HOBSON, ESQ., CHAIRMAN)
2. DEATH OF MR. E.H. FLEMING SMITH
The Chairman reported with deep regret the death of Mr. E.H. Fleming 
Smith a Member of the Committee since March, 1977.
The Chairman paid tribute to Mr. Fleming Smith's service to fisheries, 
and Members and Officers stood in silence as a mark of respect.
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr. T.A.F. 
Barnes, Mr. G. Mann, Mr. S.G. Payne and Mr. A. Richardson.
The Chairman informed the Committee that Mr. S.G. Payne had suffered 
a mild heart attack on 7th October, 1979. Members joined with the 
Chairman in wishing M r . Payne a speedy recovery to full health.
4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
In relation to Minute No. 36 (Minutes of the last meeting) - (River 
Ellen, Aspatria - Pollution Incident), the Area Fisheries Officer 
informed the Committee that no further pollution problems had been 
encountered and that the condition of the River Ellen was now 
satisfactory.
RESOLVED:
That subject to the addition of the name of Mr. G.B. Sedgewick 
in Minute No. 35 (Apologies for Absence), the Minutes of the last 
meeting of the Committee held on 25th June, 1979, be approved as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
5. BRITISH NUCLEAR FUELS LIMITED, ABSTRACTION FROM WASTWATER
The Committee considered a report further to that discussed at the 
last meeting, which concerned BNFL's licence applications for 
abstraction from Wastwater and which dealt specifically with the 
results of computer simulations of the lake levels and River Irt flows 
for various conditions of abstraction from the lake, together with 
predictions of the effects of some of the proposals on the avail- 
ability of flows needed by fish for migration.
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The Committee having been reminded that the Secretary of State for 
the Environment had directed that BNFL's applications in respect of 
their proposed Wastwater development, should be referred to him to 
facilitate the holding of a combined Inquiry into both the Ennerdale 
and Wastwater proposals was informed that the Authority would provide 
information at that Inquiry on matters related to water management, 
allied fishery matters, and details of compensation water flows.
Mr. Young referred to the recommendation of the Committee of 28th 
March, 1977, (Minute No. 20(2), regarding Water Resources Development 
in West Cumbria):
"That as a general principle, significant water abstractions 
likely to affect fisheries be made as near to the sea as 
possible,"
and after full discussion the Committee generally agreed that if 
BNFL needed more water from the River Irt catchment, then such 
abstraction should take place from the lower end of the river rather 
than in accordance with BNFL's present proposals for abstraction from 
Wastwater.
RESOLVED:
(1) The Committee reaffirms its resolution of 25th June, 1979, 
(Minute No. 37) of total opposition to abstraction of water from 
Wastwater or the River Irt by BNFL.
(2) If abstraction of water by BNFL from Wastwater is to be 
approved in principle then in the view of this Committee, 
consideration should be given to the water's being abstracted 
from the lower end of the River Irt, on the grounds that this 
would be likely to be less damaging to fisheries.
(3) That subject to any comments of the Regional Committee, 
the Policy and Resources Committee be informed accordingly.
6. APPLICATION TO ABSTRACT WATER FROM THE RIVER EHEN,
DUMFRIESSHIRE LIMESTONE COMPANY
A report was received which set out the details of an application 
received by the Authority from the Dumfriesshire Limestone Company 
Limited for a licence to abstract water from the River Ehen at 
Beckermet.
In relation to this application, the Authority had received a 
representation from the Egremont and District Anglers Association 
who, although not objecting to the abstraction, had requested that the 
water, after usage, should be adequately filtered and returned to the 
River Ehen in the same condition as when abstracted. The Association 
had also requested that no chemicals which could be harmful to fish 
life, or to conditions in the river, should be added during the washing 
process.
The Committee was assured that should the application be approved, 
the returned water would be subject to a discharge consent containing 
stringent conditions including a requirement for flocculation of the 
effluent.
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In answer to questions, the Area Fisheries Officer stated that he 
would not countenance any discharge to the river containing toxic 
chemicals, also in this case the discharge should be returned to the 
river through a properly constructed channel which would incorporate a 
proper sampling point to enable samples of returned water to be taken 
for analysis.
7. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
In response to comments from Members concerning item 1 of the report 
(River Conditions and Fishing), that in their estimation catches of 
fish had not been as good as were stated in the report, the Area 
Fisheries Officer replied that this section of his report had been 
compiled as a result of information supplied by his staff responsible 
for the areas concerned. He had no reason to doubt the summary of 
their information. In particular, runs of sea trout had been good.
In relation to item 5 of the report (Pollution Incidents and Fish 
Mortalities), the Committee was particularly concerned over the 
pollution incidents which occurred in the River Cocker at Cornhow 
on 12th July 1979 and at Wilton Beck on 16th July, 1979 whereby fish 
mortalities had taken place as a result of discharges from Authority 
installations. It was felt that the Authority should ensure that 
stringent precautions were always taken on their own installations to 
ensure that incidents of this nature did not occur. In this context, 
the Committee requested further information on these two incidents 
together with the recommendations which had been made following those 
incidents.
Commenting upon item 6 of the report (Consultation with Outside 
Interests), the Area Fisheries Officer advised the Committee that the 
consultations with the Cumbria Sea Fisheries Committee had covered 
such items as illegal salmon fishing off the coast and byelaw problems 
concerning the use of fixed nets which had come to his notice as a 
result of the use of the offshore patrol boat.
8. PRESS COVERAGE, FOR PUBLIC NOTICES
A report was submitted which described the policy adopted by the 
Authority's Public Information Department in relation to the press 
coverage of public notices, and in particular notices relating to 
fishing licence duties and associated fishery matters.
RECOMMENDED:
That public not ices in relation to fishery byelaws, licence 
duties and related fisheries matters be advertised by the 
Authority in all weekly newspapers of the Cumbria newspaper group 
[where a special block booking rate is available for the placing 
of such advertisements] and not in the evening newspapers 
circulating in the same localities.
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9. MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
The Chairman referred to the vacancy on the Committee resulting 
from the death of Mr. E.H. Fleming Smith and reported that on behalf 
of the Committee he had consulted with the Salmon and Trout 
Association and the South and West Cumberland Fisheries Association 
who had nominated M r . Gordon Richardson of 14 Ellerbeck Lane, 
Workington, to serve on the Committee as Mr. Fleming Smith's successor.
RESOLVED:
That the Regional Committee be invited to confirm the appointment 
of Mr. G. Richardson to the Committee.
10. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 - 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED: (with Mr. A. Gleadon dissenting)
That because of the confidential nature of the following item, 
the public be excluded from the meeting during its consideration.
11. OIL POLLUTION OF RIVERS KEEKLE AND EHEN
The Committee received a report concerning an oil pollution of the 
Rivers Keekle and Ehen which resulted from vandalism during the night 
of 3/4th July, 1979, at the Authority's Summer Grove Pumping Station 
near Hensingham.
The Authority's Assistant Director of Administration had completed 
a formal internal investigation of the incident as a result of which, 
the Director of Operations had issued firm instructions to Divisions 
to check all arrangements for oil and dangerous chemical storage at 
the Authority1s installations and for regular inspections of such 
installations to be carried out. It was also proposed to improve the 
security of the release valves to the installations where it was 
practicable to do so.
In the ensuing discussion the Committee was informed that recovery 
of the r iver• systems had taken place to such an extent that the 
invertebrate; fauna which constitutes the natural food of fish was now 
almost back; to normal in the r ivers with the exception of a few 
species such as mayfly larvae. It was expected that these would 
however, again develop during the summer of 1980. Restocking with 
brown trout would be taking place in the immediate future.
F1/A7 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
11TH OCTOBER, 1979
Present W. Bailey, Esq.
R. Barratt, Esq. 
R.A. Challenor, Esq 
J.M. Croft, Esq.
Dr. J.V. Dyer,
A.L. Harris, Esq.
G.A. Martin, Esq.
H.B. Whittam, Esq
J.H. Fell, Esq.
R. Harper, Esq.
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
That M r . J.M. Croft be appointed Chairman of the Lune, Wyre 
and Furness Fisher ies Advisory Committee for the ensuing 
’Authority Year'.
(J.M. CROFT, ESQ., CHAIRMAN)
2. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBER
The Chairman welcomed Mr. H.B. Whittam to his first meeting of the 
Advisory Committee.
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr. T.A.F. 
Barnes, Major N.J. Clarkson Webb, Mr. G. Mann and Mr. A. Richardson.
4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held 
on 2nd July, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
5. LANCASHIRE CONJUNCTIVE USE SCHEME
e
Further to the report in Minute No. 49 of 2nd July, 1979, the Area 
Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that investigations had shown 
that the fish mortality in this case had been caused by an accidental 
discharge of a low pH effluent from the Franklaw Water Treatment 
Plant.
6. POLLUTION AND FISH MORTALITIES RIVER CONDER
The Committee considered a report concerning a serious fish mortality 
which had taken place on 21st July, 1979, as a result of an accidental 
pollution caused by a back-syphoning effect involving a pump and 
chemical storage tank at a mushroom farm.
An estimated 900-1,000 gallons of "Santobrite" fungicide had been 
discharged to a surface water drain and thence to a tributary of the 
River Conder and had resulted in fish mortalities in the River Conder,
“ 2 “
downstream of the mushroom farm, as far as the Conder Estuary. 
Fish had also been killed in a feeder channel to the Lancaster Canal 
and within the canal itself.
Appropriate action was now under consideration. It was hoped that 
the mushroom farmer concerned would offer appropriate compensation for 
the damage caused to fisheries. The Area Fisheries Officer explained 
that restocking would take place in the near future. The Committee 
was also informed that once the full provisions of the Control of 
Pollution Act 1974, came into operation it would be possible for 
the Authority to enforce more stringent control over installations 
where toxic materials of this nature were stored.
7. NET LIMITATION ORDER AND FISHERIES BYELAWS,
RIVERS LUNE AND WYRE
The Committee received a report concerning the Public Inquiry held 
on 3rd and 4th July, 1979, in relation to the Authority's proposed Net 
Limitation Order and Fisheries Byelaws for the Rivers Lune and Wyre.
The Minister's decision had not yet been made known but it was 
expected in the near future.
8. GOOSANDERS AND MERGANSERS
At the meeting held on 12th July, 1979, (Minute No. 6C (2) ) the 
Regional .Committee endorsed the recommendation of this Committee and 
the North Cumbria Committee regarding an investigation to be carried 
out by an appropriate University in collaboration with the Nature 
Conservancy Council over a three year period into the populations of 
goosanders and mergansers and their impact on juvenile salmonids, on 
waters throughout the region, subject to the necessary funds being 
available. This recommendation had subsequently been approved by the 
Water Management Committee who had authorised the officers to 
negotiate with appropriate Universities regarding this work.
The Regional Fisheries Officer had obtained the views of the Nature 
Conservancy Council and was now pursuing further enquiries with the 
Institute of Terrestrial Ecology in Edinburgh and Edinburgh University. 
It was hoped that subject to satisfactory arrangements being made the 
survey could fee started in the spring of 1980.
9. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries activities 
within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
In response to comments from Members concerning item 1 of the report 
(River Conditions and Fishing) that this had been a very poor season 
for salmon and migratory trout in the upper reaches of the Lune, the 
Area Fisheries Officer stated that overall, fishing on the lower 
stretches of the Lune had been very good. It might be that UDN in its 
early stages was inhibiting migratory fish from attaining the higher 
reaches of the river, but overall the situation as described in the 
report was accurate.
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In relation to item 2 (i) of the report (Fish Monitoring Stations - 
Forge Weir, River Lune) the Area Fisheries Officer advised the 
Committee that the counter was still inoperative. It was estimated 
that it would take some 12 days to repair the cable and this 
could not be done at present due to staff shortages. It was hoped 
that the instruments would be installed at the intake (for the LCUS) 
and operative before 1st March, 1980.
Commenting upon item 3 of the report (Middleton Hatchery) the Area 
Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that the routine repairs to 
the hatchery had been completed and that it was now fully operational.
10. RIVER LEVEN AND RIVER CRAKE - CATCHMENT STUDY REPORT
The Committee were informed that a survey was to be carried out 
starting in the Spring of 1980, by the Authority and the Lancashire 
and Western Sea Fisheries Committee and also that discussions were 
proceeding with the Water Research Council, into the effects of 
discharges into the Leven Estuary on the movement of migratory fish.
RECOMMENDED:
In view of recent evidence reported to the Committee which 
may indicate that certain pollutants caused fish avoidance, 
this work be proceeded with as a matter of urgency and that 
particular attention be paid to fish behaviour in the estuary 
during and shortly after the annual close down of the industrial 
complex.
11. STRONACHULLIN FISH CULTURE STATION
The Area Fisheries Officer reported that a request had been received 
from Fish Farm Development Limited, Stronachullin Fish Culture 
Station, for a supply of 10,000 eyed salmon ova this coming season 
from any one source.
The Fish Culture Station was presently working on a long term 
selective rearing programme to try and produce fish more suited for 
farming purposes and the ova requested would be used in this pro­
gramme. 
RECOMMENDED:
That the ova requested be supplied to the Fish Culture Station 
at the discretion of the officers, subject to such capacity being 
available.
F1/A10 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
NORTH CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
16TH OCTOBER, 1979
Present: T. A. F. Barnes, Esq. 
E. Cave, Esq.
T. Cousins, Esq.
E. P. Ecroyd, Esq.
Dr. I. J. Faulkner
A. C. Findlay, Esq.
B. Irving, Esq.
G. Mann, Esq.
J.S. Marshall, Esq. 
Wm McKenna, Esq.
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
That Mr. E.P. Ecroyd be appointed Chairman of the North Cumbria 
Fisheries Advisory Committee for the ensuing 'Authority Year'.
(E. P. ECROYD, ESQ., CHAIRMAN)
2. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MR. G. MANN
The Chairman welcomed Mr. G. Mann, the Chairman of the Authority, 
to his first meeting of the Advisory Committee. Mr. Mann responded 
appropriately to Mr. Ecroyd's welcome.
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr. A.E.I. 
Bell and Mr. A. Richardson.
4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
5. CORMORANT POPULATION - NORTH CUMBRIA
At the meeting on 3rd April, 1979, (Minute No. 27) the Committee 
expressed concern over the apparent increase in cormorant populations 
since the discontinuance of the bounty payments and invited clubs and 
associations within the area to forward their observations on the 1979 
cormorant populations. Only Carlisle Angling Association had replied, 
indicating they were not in favour of shooting these birds as they 
were not convinced that the removal of natural predators would 
materially affect the scarcity of the Atlantic salmon.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held 
on 26th June, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
RESOLVED:
That in view of the comments of the Carlisle Angling Association 
and the lack of response from other organisations, no further 
action be taken.
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6. GOOSANDERS AND MERGANSERS
At the meeting on 12th July, 1979, (Minute No. 6C(2)) the Regional 
Committee endorsed the recommendation of this Committee and the Lune, 
Wyre and Furness Committee regarding an investigation to be carried 
out by an appropriate University in collaboration with the Nature 
Conservancy Council over a three year period, into the populations 
of goosanders and mergansers and their impact on juvenile salmonids, 
on waters throughout the region, subject to the necessary funds being 
available. This recommendation had subsequently been approved by the 
Water Management Committee who had authorised the officers to nego­
tiate with appropriate Universities regarding this work.
The Regional Fisheries Officer had obtained the views of the Nature 
Conservancy Council and was now pursuing further enquiries with the 
Institute of Terrestrial Ecology in Edinburgh and Edinburgh University.
It was hoped that subject to satisfactory arrangements being made, 
the survey could be started in the Spring of 1980.
7. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
In response to comments from Members concerning item 1 of the report 
(River Conditions and Fishing) that this had been a very poor season 
for salmon and migratory trout in the upper reaches of the Rivers Esk 
and Eden, the Area Fisheries Officer stated that overall, fishing on 
the lower stretches of these rivers had been very good. Water 
conditions had been ideal for runs of migratory fish but for some 
unknown reason they had not moved in any numbers into the upper 
reaches. 
In relation to item 3 of the report (Holmwrangle Hatchery), the 
Regional Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that following the 
recent fish mortalities in the River Ehen resulting from a pollution 
incident, this river was being given priority in relation to 
restocking which would take place in the immediate future. Con­
sequently hatchery stock which would normally have been planted out in 
other waters might have to be utilised for this purpose.
Commenting upon item 8 of the report (Consultation with Outside 
Interests), the Area Fisheries Officer advised the Committee that the 
consultations with the Cumbria Sea Fisheries Committee had covered 
such items as illegal salmon fishing off the coast and byelaw problems 
concerning the use of fixed nets which had come to his notice as a 
result of the use of the offshore patrol boat.
8. DRAFT NETTING RIGHTS - RIVER EDEN - CARLISLE CITY 
FREE BOAT FISHING RIGHT
On 12th July, 1979, (Minute No. 14) the Regional Committee approved 
the recommendations made at the last meeting of the Committee in 
relation to the acquisition by the Authority of certain draft netting 
rights in the River Eden.
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These recommendations had subsequently been discussed by the Policy 
and Resources Committee on 24th September, 1979 (Minute No. 25) who 
had in turn recommended
"That the Authority take a lease for one year of the Carlisle 
City Free Boat Fishing Right at an annual rent of £225 with an 
option to enter into a longer lease, to enable during that time 
further investigation of other major ownerships and of the cost 
of acquisition in relation to the likely benefit to the fisheries 
of the acquisition, and discussion with riparian owners in that 
part of the river above the section in which netting rights are 
exercised."
This recommendation had been approved by the Authority at the meeting 
held on 15th October, 1979.
9. MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
The Chairman referred to the two outstanding vacancies on the Com­
mittee and reported that on behalf of the Committee he had consulted 
with the Solway Haaf Netsmens Association who had nominated Mr. John 
Thompson of 'Inglenook', Rockcliff, Carlisle, Cumbria, the Chairman of 
that Association to serve on the Committee.
RESOLVED:
That the Regional Committee be invited to confirm the appoint­
ment of Mr. J. Thompson to the Committee.
10. STORM SEWAGE OUTFALL
It having been reported that during recent heavy rainfalls in the 
Carlisle district, sewage had drained into the Rivers at Carlisle, 
Members were requested to contact the Carlisle District Office of the 
Authority should such incidents occur on future occasions to enable 
appropriate steps to be taken to alleviate the problem.
F1/A13 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Appendix
17TH OCTOBER, 1979
Presents Dr. R.B. Broughton 
A.G.R. Brown, Esq. 
J. Clegg, Esq.
R.D. Houghton, Esq.
J. Johnson, Esq. 
Prof. W.E. Kershaw 
J.P. Lord, Esq. 
R.H. Wiseman, Esq.
1. APPOINTMENT TO CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
That Mr. R.D. Houghton be appointed Chairman of the South 
Lancashire Fisheries Advisory Committee for the ensuing 
'Authority Year'.
(R. D. HOUGHTON, ESQ., CHAIRMAN)
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr. T.A.F. 
Barnes, Mr. G. Mann and Mr. A. Richardson.
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held 
on 27th June, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
4. DISPOSAL OF REDUNDANT RESERVOIRS AND ACQUISITION
OF BOW LEE RESERVOIR BY THE MIDDLETON ANGLING SOCIETY
The Committee referred to Minute No. 12 of the Minutes of the Regional 
Committee of 12th July, 1979, and requested details in respect of 
present Authority policy in relation to the disposal of redundant 
reservoirs when they ceased to be needed for their primary purpose and 
also details concerning the circumstances of the acquisition of Bow 
Lee Reservoir by the Middleton Angling Society.
It was explained that so far as disposal of the Authority's redundant 
reservoirs was concerned, following recommendations made by the 
Regional Committee at the meeting held on 30th April, 1979, (Minute 
No. 54) , the Authority had subscribed to the policy that surplus 
reservoirs should only be retained as a body of water when it was safe 
to do so and that any surplus reservoirs should be sold or transferred 
only to a public authority which was able and willing to undertake any 
necessary repairs and maintenance.
In relation to the acquisition of Bow Lee Reservoir by the Middleton 
Angling Society, it was understood that the reservoir which was at 
Middleton, Manchester, was formerly a lodge on the Earl of Wilton's 
estate which was used by Geigy Limited for the supply of water to 
their factory. Middleton Angling Society who already had the fishing 
rights on the water, were able to purchase the reservoir site in 1966 
when it became derelict and the Company ceased to use it. Since that 
date, it was understood that with professional assistance on structural
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and fishery aspects, the Society had developed the site as a coarse 
fishery. Consequently the acquisition by the Society was from a 
private firm, the Authority's predecessors not being involved in any 
way.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Committee be informed of cases arising within the area 
of the Committee, involving the disposal of a redundant Authority 
owned reservoir and its likely acquisition by a public authority, 
to enable this information to be made available to angling 
clubs and associations who may wish to make approaches to the 
public authority concerned for the provision of angling facil­
ities on such reservoir.
5. APPOINTMENT OF MR. G. JONES TO THE COMMITTEE
It was reported that at the meeting held on 12th July, 1979, (Minute 
No. 8(2)), the Regional Committee had confirmed the appointment of Mr.
G. Jones of 1 Caernarvon Road, Preston, to serve on the Committee.
6. STOCKS RESERVOIR
It was reported that at the meeting held on 12th July, 1979 (Minute 
No. 6D(3)), the Regional Committee had accepted the recommendations 
made at the last meeting of the Committee in relation to Stocks 
Reservoir. These recommendations had been discussed by the Water 
Management Committee at the meeting held on 23rd July, 1979, (Minute 
No. 18) when they were noted and it had been agreed that the officers 
  should take account of the Regional Committee's views and the views of 
the Ribble Valley DC on this matter when formulating their proposals.
The Committee expressed concern that they were apparently not being 
consulted prior to a decision on Stocks Reservoir being finalised and 
consequently it was
RECOMMENDED:
The Committee regrets that the timetable of the Authority was 
such as not to allow full consideration of the proposals in 
relation to Stocks Reservoir being brought before the Committee 
at this time and requests that it be given an opportunity to 
consider any proposals before a final decision is made.
7. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries activities 
within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
In response to requests for details of stocking of coarse fish 
together with information relating to the working of the pilot coarse 
fish hatchery at Great Sankey, the Area Fisheries Officer undertook to 
arrange for this information to be incorporated into his future 
reports.
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The Regional Fisheries Officer reported that the second Annual 
Inter-Authority Coarse Angling Championship had taken place at 
Ribchester on 6th October, 1979, and had been won by the Yorkshire 
Water Authority. The team representing the Authority had attained 
fourth place. On behalf of all who had competed in the Championship, 
he wished to record their thanks to Mr.Parker, the Area Fisheries 
Officer and his bailiff staff who had been responsible for the 
detailed arrangements and for organisation and supervision on the day 
of the match.
The Committee then discussed the incidence of and the measures which 
might be taken to alleviate the problem of poaching on the River 
Hodder in particular and it was agreed that Mr. J.P. Lord would 
liaise with the Area Fisheries Officer on short term measures aimed at 
assisting the Authority in combating this problem.
8. MONITORING OF LEVEL OF RADIOACTIVITY IN MIGRATORY FISH
Professor Kershaw referred to Minute No. 36(ii) of the last meeting of 
the Committee, concerning the monitoring of levels of radioactivity in 
migratory fish. He thanked the officers concerned for furnishing him 
with copies of the relevant Ministry reports and informed the Com­
mittee that after perusal of those reports, he now had the utmost 
confidence in the nature of the work into this subject presently being 
undertaken on behalf of the Ministry. His only present concern was at 
the lack of relevant information on this subject being made available 
to the public at large.
The Regional Fisheries Officer pointed out that the Annual Reports 
of the Ministry's Radiobiological work (to which he had referred) were 
available to any member of the public who wished to study them, and 
there was no question of the distribution of these reports being 
restricted in any way.
9. FERAL MINK
Mr. Wiseman reported that approximately 150 feral mink had recently 
been trapped within the Settle area.
F1/A17 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
24TH OCTOBER, 1979
Present: J.S.Bailey, Esq., 
D.Bridgewood, Esq., 
A.Jones, Esq.,
R.Newton, Esq.,
Dr.M,Pugh Thomas, 
J.A.Shanahan, Esq,
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 
RESOLVED:
That Mr.J.S.Bailey be appointed Chairman of the Mersey and 
Weaver Fisheries Advisory Committee for the ensuing 'Authority 
Year'.
(J.S.BAILEY, ESQ., CHAIRMAN)
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr.T.A.F. 
Barnes, Mr.F.Egerton, Dr.A.G.Kennedy Young, Mr.G.Mann, Mr.P.Neal and 
Mr.A.Richardson.
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
In relation to Minute No.26(a) (Minutes of the Last Meeting), the 
Area Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that the suspension of 
netting and transfer operations which had been imposed due to an 
outbreak of perch disease within waters in the Authority's area had 
now been lifted. The pathogen had been diagnosed as Aeramonas 
salmonicida, (the organism causing furunculosis in salmonids), and as 
this was present in the majority of waters it was felt that the ban 
might reasonably be lifted so long as fish did not exhibit the 
clinical symptoms of the disease. Persons and associations, etc. f 
requiring transfers of perch would however be informed of the 
possibility of these fish transmitting the disease.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held
9on 20th June, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
4. APPOINTMENT OF MR.P.NEAL TO THE COMMITTEE
It was reported that at the meeting held on 12th July, 1979, (Minute 
No.8(1)), the Regional Committee had confirmed the appointment of 
Mr.P.Neal of 16 Kingston Gardens, Hyde, Cheshire, to serve on the 
Committee.
5. ACQUISITION AND USE OF BOW LEE RESERVOIR AS A FISHERY 
BY THE MIDDLETON ANGLING SOCIETY.
At the last meeting, the Committee requested that the circumstances of 
the acquisition of Bow Lee Reservoir by the Middleton Angling Society 
be investigated (Minute No.2 6 (b)), to ascertain whether similar 
arrangements might be made for the benefit of fisheries in relation 
to any of the Authority's redundant reservoirs, and the following 
information had been obtained.
ItemNo. 3 E.
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The reservoir, which was at Middleton, Manchester, was formerly a 
lodge on the Earl of Wiltons estate which was used by Geigy Limited 
for the supply of water to their factory. Middleton Angling Society 
who already had the fishing rights on the water, were able to purchase 
the reservoir site in 1966 when it became derelict and the Company 
ceased to use it. Since that date, it was understood that with 
professional assistance on structural and fishery aspects, the Society 
had developed the site as a coarse fishery. Consequently the acqui­
sition by the Society was from a private firm, the Authority's pre­
decessors not being involved in any way.
So far as disposal of the Authority's redundant reservoirs was 
concerned, following recommendations made by the Regional Committee at 
the meeting held on 30th April, 1979, (Minute No.54), the Authority 
had subscribed to the policy that surplus reservoirs should only be 
retained as a body of water when it was safe to do so and that any 
surplus reservoirs should be sold or transferred only to a public 
authority which was able and willing to undertake any necessary 
repairs and maintenance.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Committee be informed of cases arising within the area 
of the Committee, involving the disposal of a redundant Authority 
owned reservoir and its likely acquisition by a public authority, 
to enable this information to be made available to angling clubs 
and associations who may wish to make approaches to the public 
authority concerned for the provision of angling facilities on 
such reservoir.
6. PROPOSAL FOR INCREASE IN THE BAILIFFING STAFF IN THE MERSEY AND 
WEAVER AREA.
At the meeting held on 12th July, 1979, (Minute No. 6A(3)), the 
Regional Committee accepted the Committee's recommendation in relation 
to an increase in bailiffing staff for the Mersey and Weaver area, for 
submission to the Finance and Personnel Sub-Committee who had in turn 
resolved that the matter be deferred for consideration at the meeting 
to discuss the Authority's budget for 1980-81.
The Regional Fisheries Officer indicated to the Committee that 
in view off present and future very tight constraints on recruitment, 
it seemed |unlikely that this recommendation would be implemented.
7. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries acti­
vities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee,
Commenting upon item 2 (i) of the report (Hollingworth Hatchery) , 
the Area Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that investigations 
were being carried out into the viability of the hatchery in relation 
to the reairing of trout for, in the main, the stocking of th$ 
Longdendale i fisheries whose waters were acidic in nature. Over a
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period, pH levels in the feeder stream to the hatchery had gradually 
increased indicating that the water at the hatchery was becoming less 
acidic. In his opinion, this change could perhaps be explained by 
improved techniques in farming, including the use of lime to improve 
the land on the upland sheep pastures in the neighbourhood of the 
hatchery.
Further to item 2 {ii) of the report (Pilot Hatchery, Great Sankey) 
the Area Fisheries Officer reported that a further 100,000 carp fry 
had recently hatched. 10,000 of these had died as a result of a 
blockage in the water supply to the rearing tanks; the remainder, 
apart from natural losses, were progressing favourably.
8i EAST WARD ANGLING CLUB, COMMONBANK LAKE NEAR CHORLEY
The Regional Fisheries Officer undertook to inform East Ward Angling 
Club of the progress made by the Authority with the investigation into 
the water quality in the River Char catchment, the deterioration of 
which had adversely affected the Club's fishery at Commonbank Lake, 
near Chorley.
9. INCOME FR&M SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1978
Mr.Shanahan referred to Minute No.10 of the meeting of the Regional 
Committee of 12th July, 1979 concerning income from sale of rod and 
line licences and the apparent lack of response from the NFA (North 
West Region) concerning the fisheries service in the Authority's 
Southern area.
Mr. Shanahan stated that a reply had been sent by the Federation 
but as this had apparently not been received by the Regional Fisheries 
Officer, he would arrange for a further letter to be sent.
10. BRITISH WATERWAYS BOARD - DEWATERING OF CANALS
Concern was expressed about the apparent lack of liaison with fishery 
interests by BWB when carrying out dewatering operations in canals. 
The Area Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that it was normal 
practice for BWB to contact the Authority's appropriate Fisheries 
Officer on each occasion when such work was to be carried out. He 
would however, endeavour to achieve a closer liaison with BWB on 
matters of this nature.
F1/A23 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
llm  Mo*
12TH NOVEMBER 1979 
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES
Members were informed by letter on 31st October, 1979, that the 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food had approved the proposed 
new structure and scale of fishing licence duties with one modifi­
cation: that Registered Disabled Persons should be included in 
the concessionary rates already applicable to Old Age Pensioners and 
Juveniles.
The duties will come into effect on 1st January, 1980.
P1/A20 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
12TH NOVEMBER 1979 
NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
1. The existing scale of licence duties in relation to nets and fixed 
engines throughout the Authority area came into force on 1st January,
1978, and is as follows:
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES (area within the boundaries of the former 
Cumberland River Authority)
Whole Area Drift, Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when wet 275 metres in length)
River Eden Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 275 metres in length)
River Esk (Border) Draw, Draft or Seine Net 
(not exceeding when wet 275 metres in length)
Whole Area Heave or Haaf Net
River Eden Coop
River Derwent Coop
South West Cumberland Garth
£
78.00
195.00
65.00 
16.90
117.00
260.00 
130.00
NETS (area within the boundaries of the former Lancashire River
Authority)
£
River Ribble Drift, Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when wet 140 metres in length) 52.00
River Lune Drift Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when wet 300 metres in length) 104.00
River Lune Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 185 metres in length) 91.00
River Duddon Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 185 metres in length) 71.50
River Lune Heave or Haaf Net 39.00
River Kent Lave Net 39.00
River Leven Lave Net 32.50
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2. On 6th February, 1978, (Minute No. 39), whilst discussing the matter 
of licence duties in general, the Committee recommended, inter alia,, 
that there should be no variation in existing net licence duties in
1979, but that an investigation should be carried out into the 
feasibility of the net licence duties being based upon the uniform 
percentage of the annual declared catch in respect of the type of net 
used with a view to consideration for implementation on 1st January,
1980.
3. On 2nd May, 1978 (Minute No. 50) the Committee was informed that 
following consultations with MAFF and the Netsmens Association it was 
considered that the system referred to in Minute 39, above, was not 
capable of practical application and the investigations have not 
therefore been pursued.
4. In view of the fact that the Authority's proposals for increased 
licence duties in respect of fishing by means of rod and line have now 
received the approval of the Minister, the Committee may wish to 
consider a review of the net and fixed engine duties. Any variation 
in the existing duties would not operate before 1st January, 1981 at 
the earliest.
F1/A16 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
12TH NOVEMBER, 1979 
EEL FISHING IN TIDAL AND ESTUARIAL WATERS
1. Following the recommendation made by the Committee at the meeting 
on 19th July, 1976 (Minute No.8), confirmed by the Authority on 11th 
October, 1976, the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and Food granted 
the Authority an exemption from their system of licensing duties in 
respect of fishing for eels seaward of the high water mark (as 
defined on the Ordnance Survey Map 1 : 50,000 series) within the 
Authority's area for a period of three years from the date of con­
firmation by the Minister, 18th November, 1976.
2. This excusal satisfied the rod and line eel fishermen and the 
exempt ion has caused no problems for the Authority. Consequently a 
further formal request for the exemption to be continued was made to 
the Minister under Section 25(1) of the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act 1975, on 26th September, 1979. This request has now 
been granted in the following terms:-
"The North West Water Authority is excused from regulating, 
by means of a licensing system, fishing for eels by means of rod 
and line in tidal and estuarial waters seaward of the high water 
mark (as defined on the Ordnance Survey Map 1 : 50,000 series^ 
within their area. This excusal is given under the provisions of 
Section 25 (1) of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1975, 
and is subject to revocation at any time, at the Minister's 
discretion.
3. it is intended to publish a formal notice giving details of this 
excusal in appropriate newspapers and also to give general publicity 
to the excusal.
FI/A 5 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
12TH NOVEMBER 1979
MEMBERSHIP OF DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1. At the meeting of the Derwent and West Cumbria Local Committee held on 
8th October, 1979, it was reported that the Salmon and Trout 
Association and the South and West Cumberland Fisheries Association 
had nominated Mr. Gordon Richardson of 14 Ellerbeck Lane, Workington, 
to serve on that Committee as successor to the late Mr. E.H. Fleming 
Smith.
2. The Local Committee resolved that this Committee be invited to confirm 
the appointment of Mr. G. Richardson to the Committee.
P1/A22 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
12TH NOVEMBER 1979
MEMBERSHIP OF NORTH CUMBRIA FISHERIES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE “
1. At the meeting of the North Cumbria Local Committee held on 16th 
October, 1979, it was reported that the Solway Haaf Netsmens 
Association had nominated Mr. John Thompson of 'Inglenook', Rockcliff, 
Carlisle, Cumbria, the chairman of that Association, to fill one of 
the two outstanding vacancies on the Committee.
2. The Local Committee resolved that this Committee be invited to 
confirm the appointment of Mr. J. Thompson to the Committee.
I t e a  Ufa
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
12TH NOVEMBER, 1979 
FISHERIES FUNCTIONS OF WATER AUTHORITIES
1. MAFF have recently had under consideration possible changes 
in the structure of fisheries administration and other associated 
measures and although no formal consultations have been commenced 
with water authorities, the tentative suggestions have been discussed 
by the Fisheries Advisory Committee of the National Water Council. 
Should it be decided to proceed with formal consultations, then it
is anticipated that these will begin in early 1980, and if legislation 
is involved there is a possibility of this being permitted in the 
1980/81 session of Parliament.
2. A special meeting of the NWCFAC is to be held on 14th November
1979, to consider the issues involved, with the object of assisting 
the Council to form a view and advise MAFF by the end of November.
The Chairman of the Regional Committee, who is a member of the FAC, 
feels it would be helpful to have the views of the Regional Committee 
when he attends this meeting. The main areas of review are as follows
(i) Structure
The present RFAC would be dispensed with and replaced by 
an executive Regional Fisheries Committee with a small 
membership of about ten, made up of Water Authority 
appointees, representatives of angling and riparian 
interests, commercial fishermen, fish farmers and 
conservation interests. Apart from Water Authority 
appointees, the other three categories would be Minis­
terial appointments.
(ii) Local Consultation 
Each Water Authority would arrange for local consultation 
in such manner as it saw fit.
(iii) Sea Fisheries
Sea fisheries committees would be dispensed with and the 
staff and functions of these committees would be trans­
ferred to water authorities. Sea fisheries management 
would then be exercised by the new Regional Committees, 
with the jurisdiction extended from the three mile limit 
to the six mile limit.
(iv) Protection of Salmon
Regional committees would have powers to regulate netting 
in estuaries and impose bye-laws.
(v) Fish Farming
Water abstractions for fish farms might be licensed, 
and where no abstraction was involved, the farms might 
need to be registered. In the event of sea fisheries 
becoming a Water Authority responsibility, the financing 
of this function would be a vital element, as would the 
continuation or otherwise of rod licensing and the powers 
of water authorities to fix licence duties, subject to 
appropriate safeguards but without formal reference to 
MAFF.
It must be emphasised that at this stage there is no formal 
consultation between MAFF and water authorities and as indicated, 
the purpose of this paper is to enable the Chairman to have an 
idea of the Committee's reaction to the MAFF suggestions. Should 
MAFF proceed further, then there will be formal consultation in 
due course, at which time the whole matter will become public but 
until then the matter is to be treated as confidential.
